
 

 

Disaster Response and Disaster Mental Health  
in New York State: Back to Basics 

Length: 1.5 Hours 
 
Cost: There is no fee 
 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Objectives: 
• Gain insight on multi-agency 

and non-governmental organ-
izations (NGOs) partnerships 
during disaster response. 

• Understand the need for dis-
aster mental health as a pri-
ority for governmental organi-
zations and NGOs. 

• Foster discussions between 
viewers and their home juris-
dictions or agencies on disas-
ter mental health resources 
and request procedures. 

 
Registration Details: 
Register through the New York 
State Department of Health 
Learning Management System 
(LMS).  Access the LMS by visit-
ing www.nylearnsph.com and 
searching for course number 
OHEP-BP5-HPP4 or scanning 
the QR Code Below. 

Office of Health Emergency Preparedness 

518-474-2893 

ohep@health.ny.gov | prepedap@health.ny.gov 

Learning Management System Support  

518-473-4223 Ext. 4 

edlearn@health.ny.gov 

 
Course Description: Following last year's webcast describing 
the experiences of two survivors of mass shootings, this year's 
event will feature a multi-agency panel representing the key or-
ganizations involved in disaster response in New York State. 
Leaders from New York State Department of Health Office of 
Health Equity and Human Rights, New York State Office of Men-
tal Health Bureau of Emergency Preparedness and Response, 
and the American Red Cross will explain how they prepare, de-
ploy, and manage personnel throughout an operation, with focus 
on disaster mental health. They'll discuss specific examples of 
responses that went well, lessons learned, and operational im-
provements planned for the future.  
 
Target Audience: Emergency Management, mental health, hos-
pital, public health workers, first responders, or anyone likely to 
become involved in the disaster response in their communities.  
 
Available Course Sections:  
• Friday, May 3, 2024, from 10:00am - 11:30am 
• This session will also be recorded.  
 
Panelists:  
• Patrick Reilly, Emergency Manager—New York State Office of Mental 

Health, Bureau of Emergency Preparedness and Response 

• Skip Zimmerman, Disaster Mental Health Program Coordinator—New 
York State Office of Mental Health, Bureau of Emergency Preparedness 
and Response 

• Mary McCormick, MPH, Executive Operations Manager—New York 
State Department of Health - Office of Health Equity and Human Rights, 
Executive Office 

• Jerry DeLuca, Division Disaster Director—American Red Cross - 
Northeast Division & FEMA Region II 

 
Moderator: Karla Vermeulen, Ph.D., Deputy Director—Institute for 
Disaster Mental Health at SUNY New Paltz 
 

This Course Meets the Requirements for BP-5 (2023-2024) Hospital 
Preparedness Program (HPP) Deliverable 4. 

https://www.nylearnsph.com/Public/Default.aspx
https://www.nylearnsph.com/Public/Catalog/Description.aspx?u=kM6WW0gCRplqm5eC0xgnaPnWmAhnfWc7rS4ObHY9lA1wZBLEVMaxtbxbqC7QM4ZZLsG5lnf%2bLhM%3d
https://www.nylearnsph.com/Public/Catalog/Description.aspx?u=kM6WW0gCRplqm5eC0xgnaPnWmAhnfWc7rS4ObHY9lA1wZBLEVMaxtbxbqC7QM4ZZLsG5lnf%2bLhM%3d

